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TPUHAWCETTE HAN-CMELLHW HAAMPOBHU
MAQ4N B CBETA CE HAMWUPAT B U3TO4YHA
TYPUUA

guBama nbecmpomus nbpBo pasauyaBaw kuaumume

No Mpomoapume, CMmeHUmMe U o2pagume: NAbMHU,
Mbxecmu, B oxpa, cueHa, macAeHoseAeHo u kachsaBo. Mocae
nozAaegbm mu yAaBsa mbpseauBume 6eau komku Bbpxy max:
C NO egHO U3yMpygeHo u egHo BogHocuHbo oko. EHgemuyHa
nopoga, 3a koamo ce mBbpgu, ye obuya ga nayBa B egHo
om Hali-2onemume u cmpaHHu esepa 8 cBema. Hakpasn
3abennasBaw Mbkeme, UAU NO-MOYHO oBAauumMe gum okoao
Hapauaemama uMm om uBemHo cmbkao.

Van City Museum

EASTERN TURKEY BOASTS THE 13 FUNNIEST
TOMBSTONES IN THE WORLD

I n the wild patchwork of colours, the first thing you see are the
carpets on the pavement, walls, and fences: thick, fleecy, in
ochre, sienna, olive green and brown. Then you make out the lazy
white cats on them: with one emerald and one watery-blue eye.
A common breed which, as the saying goes, enjoys swimming

in one of the largest and strangest lakes in the world. You finally
notice the men, or rather the clouds of smoke around their
hookahs made of coloured glass.
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Bau e Ka rpannyara mexay Mana Aaus n Upan

Cpeuwly nasapa 3a Yepau apxeonozudeckuam my3seli Ha BaH
Aeko cuBee. lpaguHa ¢ 6eaesHukaBu kambHu u 3ag Hea — ckyyHa
cemnAa nocmpotika. Ho mbkmo kozamo pewu, 4e HAMa

kakBo ga mbpcu B ckpomHume, egBa ypegeHu 3aAu Ha egHa
npoBuHyuaAHa apxeoaoaudecka usnoxkba, 4oBek ce HambkBa Ha
dyHgameHmanHa cbupka.

Ta cnokoliHo moxke ga 6bge onpegeneHa kamo 11.3—me Hal-
cMewHu HagepobHu naoyu B cBema. Jamupauwu omnpegu 2500
2oguHu, me npegcmaBasBam HauBucmuyHu 6apeaedu Ha xopa
¢ kpbaau ouu, pagocmHo BmpeHyeHu B npocmpaHcmBomo npeg
max. [JlocmambuHo e yoBek ga ce Baaega B pbueme um, 3a ga
pasbepe Ha kakBo ce gbakam wacmauBume um yecmuBku— Beaka
om duaypume gbpku opbXkue u... mex ¢ BuHo.
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Van is at the border between Asia Minor and Iran

Opposite the rug market, the archaeological museum in
Van looks rather grey in comparison. It features a garden
with whitish stones, and behind it, a dull plain building. But,
just before you dismiss the modest, barely equipped rooms
as simply a provincial archaeological exhibition, you come
across a fundamental collection.

It can easily be defined as an accumulation of the 13
funniest tombstones in the world. Dating from about 2,500
years ago, they display naive bas-reliefs of people with round
eyes happily staring at something before them. You simply
look at their hands to find out the reason for their mirth:
each of the figures is holding a weapon - and a wineskin.



KnunonucHo nucmo
ot Ypaptus
Urartian cuneiforms

WskaoueHue cpeg moBa, koemo npuAuya Ha gy3uHa

gpeBHu nuaHUUU, e nocAegHama, cuyneHa Ha mpu naouka.
Ta e 3abaBeH nozneg kbm ypapmckama npegcmaBa 3a
pasauduemo mexkgy noroBeme — usobpasnaBa skeHa, kosmo u
B8 gBeme cu pbue gbpxku opwkue.

MAovume ca HamepeHu egBa npes 2000 2. u EHuukaonegus
BpumaHuka 2u onpegeas kamo yHukaaHu 3a Bauskus
uamok u AHagoaa. Cnopeg pabomHama xunomesa me
uzobpasnaBam Bragemeaume Ha Xy6ywkus — gbpkaBHa
cmpykmypa, onucBana 8 acupulickume xporuku om

X-1X B.np.Xp.

Koaekuusima e owe no-ueHHa, mbl kamo e HamepeHa B8
Xakapu — o6aacm, koamo ce ouakBa ga 6bge nomoneHa nog
eguH om A3oBupume B pamkume Ha 2onemus npoekm 3a
HanosBaHe Ha lozousmoyHa Typuus. Bonpeku ye cnopeg
apxeoAo3ume e BepoamHo B patioHa ga uma oule Hagepo6HU
NAOYU, Mme usdzAeXkga we cu ocmaHam Ha gbHOMO Ha
6bvgewomo uskycmBeHo esepo.

The exception to what looks like a dozen ancient drunks is
the last stele, broken in three. It gives a comic insight into
the Urartian view of the difference between the sexes — it
depicts a woman holding weapons in both hands.

The stone slabs were only discovered in 2000 and
Encyclopaedia Britannica defines them as exceptional to
the Middle East and Anatolia. According to the working
hypothesis, they detail the rulers of Hubushkia, a state
described in Assyrian chronicles of the 10th-9th Century
BC:

The collection is even more valuable because it was
found in Hakkari, an area which is expected to be flooded
by one of the dams of a large-scale irrigation project in
southeastern Turkey. Although archaeologists think there
are probably more tombstones in the region, they seem
destined to remain at the bottom of the planned artificial
lake.
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Kanero BbB Ban

Tepumopuume B paguyc okoao 200 km okoao epag BaH ca
3AamHama MuHa 3a Haxogku om Bpememo Ha Ypapmus —
gpeBHa gbpkaBa, 3aemana s3emume okoAo usamoyHama 2paHuua

Ha gHewHa Typuus u HapuyaHa B8 Bubausama Apapam.

Apxeonozume omkpuBam noBeyemo npegmemu u pyuHu
cpaBHumeaHo kbcHo u moBa npegomBpamaBa omHacAHeMoO
um kbm 20AeMume my3eu Ha Beauko6pumaHus, lfepmaHus

u Pycus. Bmecmo moBa me ce nazam B8 BaH — mecmHuam
apxeoaozudecku myseli npumeykaBa Hali-6o2zamama koaekuusa

om Ypapmus 8 cBema.

Haxogkume Bapupam om npegmemu Ha 6uma, opbXue,

uzpabomeHo puHo kamo 6ukymepus, u nogoBu mo3zatlku ¢
MUHUMaAucmMuyeH gusaliH, go HagepobHU NAOYU, u3nucaHu ¢

xapakmepHusa kauHonuc uAu ¢ cpopma Ha oBHu.
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Van Castle

The lands within a radius of 200 km, or 125 miles, of the
city of Van are a gold mine of artefacts from the time of
Urartu, an ancient country comprising the areas near the
eastern border of present-day Turkey and called Ararat in
the Bible.

Archaeologists found most of the artefacts and ruins
relatively late and this fact saved them from being shipped
to the large museums of Britain, Germany or Russia.
Instead, they are kept in Van: and the local archaeological
museum boasts the richest Urartian collection in the world.

The finds range from everyday objects, fine, jewellery-

like weapons, and floor mosaics of minimalist design, to
tombstones engraved with characteristic cuneiform writing
or having a ram shape.



Cpeg ekcnosuuusima, cbgbpkawa haHmacmuyHu
apxeonozuyecku paskpumus 3a gpeBHama ypapmcka
uuBuAusauus, uma u egHa MpayHa UHMepMegua om gocma
no-HoBo Bpeme — cekuuama 3a oHoBa, koemo mypckume
ucmopuuu Hapu4yam apmeHcka azpecus cpeuly MecmHomo
HaceAeHue, Ho koemo apmeHuume onpegeasm kamo
2eHouug cpewy camume max — B8 Hayaanomo Ha XX B. Ta e
onum Ha Typuus ga sawumu mesama cu, 4ye He e npaBuaa
opz2aHusupaHa kamnaHus ga usmpe6u apmeHuume u3
cBoume 3emu, u ocobeHo B patioHa Ha BaH. B cmbkaeH
caHgbk ca usaokeHu ocmankume om macoB 2po6 — yacmu
om 12 >kexcku u gemcku ckeaema. Cnopeg ocuuuasHama
gbpkaBHa Bepcus me ca Ha mypuu, usbumu om apmeHuU.

Caeg 3anume ¢ yHukaaHume gpeBHu koaekuuu u ¢ MpayHume
CNOMeHU om HavyaAomo Ha MmuHaAus Bek yoBek HaBAuza

8 emHozpadbckama cekuus ¢ ycewaHemo, ye moky-wio e
CAA3bA OM MalwuHa Ha Bpememo. Kpakama moxke aeko ga

My ce nogebBam, Ho Beue 3Hae kakBo uma nog kuaumume

Ha peaAHusA cBam. A moti e nbcmbp, MoNbA, apoMameH u No
ucmuHcku HavuH mypcku. CAuBauwy ce ¢ nazapa 3a kuaumu Ha
omcpew,HUA mpomoap. X

Mornen or xocMoca: esepoto Bau e cpeq Haii-ronemure B cBeta
View from space: Lake Van is amongst the world’s largest

Bancka xotka "

C enHo 3eneHo 1 elHo CHHBO OKO, TOBA XXMBOTHO 06KH4a Aa Ade ANKHA U Aa
nnyea BbB BoAUTe Ha Ban

Van cat

Sporting an yellow and a blue eye, this creature likes to eat water melons and
goes for swims in Van Lake

While the museum exhibition containing these fantastic
archaeological discoveries, it also features a rather grim episode
from more recent times; the section of what Turkish historians
define as an Armenian aggression against the local population, but
what the Armenians call a genocide against themselves, taking
place at the beginning of the 20th Century. It is an attempt by
Turkey to prove that it did not organise a campaign to exterminate
the Armenians in its territory and especially in the region of Van.
A glass showcase displays the remains of a mass grave: pieces
of 12 female and children’s skeletons. The official state version is
that they belonged to Turkish people murdered by the Armenians.

After meandering through rooms full of unique ancient collections
and gloomy memories from the turn of the last century, you

enter the ethnographic section feeling as if you had just landed

in a time machine. Your legs might be a little shaky but you know
now what lies beneath the carpets of the real world. Here, it is
many-coloured, warm, fragrant and wholly Turkish. Like the carpet
market on the opposite pavement.

HIGHFLIGHTS 123



