llwak nawa cTpon KbLuaTa chaM
I Ha KonpuHata
- -
Ishak Pasha built his home by a road
- The Silk Road
.dﬂv.
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DESTINATION

TekcT AJIBEHA LUKOAPOBA, cdoTtorpacoma AHTOHU FTEOPI'MEB
by ALBENA SHKODROVA, photography by ANTHONY GEORGIEFF

pe3 1784 r. KOPACKUAT
BOXZA Mwak nawa n3dvpa
eHO BMCOKO nnarto
Kpav MuTuyHaTa nnaHuvHa Apapat B
OHewHa W3TtouyHa Typuumsa. MsactoTto
e MHoro ygoGHO cTpaTernyecku,
3al0TO OTAONY B HM3MHATa MuHaBa [1bTAT Ha KonpuHaTta, a
6nsHecwbT Ha Mwak nawa e ga cbbrpa TpaH3UTHUTE TaKCu.

Te3n napu ToM Bnara, 6e3 ga nectu, BbB BENWKONEMNEH,
HEBMXAaAH 3a BpemeTo cu asopel. Korato To3u cTpouTeneH
lWeaboBbP € 3aBbplUeH, Mo cTapa Tpaguuus nawara oTpsi3Ba
rmaBata Ha apxuTekta. ToBa e eAWHCTBEHUSAT HauuH ga 6bae
CUrypeH, 4Ye HAMa Aa uma BTOpM TakbB nanart Ha cBeTa.

MpnaobuTnTe NO TO3M HaAYMH EKCKITY3MBHW aBTOPCKM npaBa
BbpPXy apxuTekTypata Ha pAsopeua npogbikasat go 1917 r.
ToraBa cbBcem 6e3LepeMOHHO M HapyllaBaT Pycku congarwu,
KOUTO W3KbpPTBaT OT MaHTUTE OrpOMHWUTE MOPTU Ha ABopeua U
rm oTHacaT B CaHkT MNeTepbypr. [lo AeH AHeLleH nosnaTeHuTe u
6oraTto opHameHTUpaHW BpaTh 3aTBapAT NapafgHus BXod Ha eavH
OT Hal-rorneMnTe CBETOBHU My3en — EpmuTtaxa.

ManatbT, U3gurHaT BbpXy M3cevyeHa B ckanarta nnowiajgka,
mma 336 cTtan. Bcuukm Te ca CbOpPBXKEHW C HEBUXOAHUA MO
OHOBa BpeMe JyKC Ha LUEeHTparHo OTOonfeHue, BOAONPOBOA M
KaHanusauusa. MsawHa gxamus; rpobHuua; 6ubnuoteka n ase
TbPXXECTBEHU 3anu ¢ boraTto opHameHTUpaHu dacaamn, nopranu
N MHTEPUOPU - BCUYKO € PELLEeHO B MOYTM HEBEPOATHA cMecuua
oT ctunose. AKO ce npunoxu npepctasata Ha LWwunuur 3a
apxuTekTypaTta kato 3ampb3Hana Mys3uka, ABopeubT Ha Mwak
nawa 6w 6un HeBb3MOXHaA W BCe Mak kpacusa NonMdOoHUYHa
nneca, B KOSITO FPY3NHCKM M apMEHCKU BOKanu ca akomnaHupaHu
OT Typcka Tambypa n nepcumncku Tap. b

n 1784 Kurdish warlord Ishak Pasha chose a high plateau

at the side of the mythical Ararat Mountain in present-day

eastern Turkey. The place had a great strategic significance,
because the Silk Road passed in the valley below, and Ishak
Pasha collected the tolls.

Without economizing, he invested all his money in a
magnificent palace of a previously unseen kind. When this
masterpiece of architecture was built, by an old tradition he had
the architect’s head cut off. This was the only way to make sure
that there would never be another such palace in the world.

The exclusive rights over the palace architecture thus acquired
lasted until 1917. Then, rather unceremoniously, they were violated
by Russian soldiers who wrenched the huge palace gates off the
hinges of the stone portal and took them to Saint Petersburg. Now
the gilded and richly ornate gates close the main entrance of one
of the greatest museums in the world, the Hermitage.

The palace, which rests on a flat area scooped in the rocky
slope, has 336 rooms. They are all equipped with the then unseen
luxury of central heating, running water, and a proper sewage
system. An exquisite mosque, a mausoleum, a library, and two
reception halls with richly ornamented facades, portals, and
interiors: everything was designed in an almost incredible mixture
of styles. If we apply Schelling’s view of architecture as frozen
music, Ishak Pasha Palace would have been an inconceivable
and yet beautiful polyphonic music piece in which Georgian and
Armenian vocals sing to the accompaniment of Turkish tamboura
and Persian zither. »
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Ny

BbTpeluHaTa KOHCTPYKUUS Ha AXaMuaTa e cbyeTaHne mexay
M3ObIDKEHUTE Harope nNpOCTpaHCTBa B apMEHCKUTe XpamoBe
N cnoxHaTta, HO rfieka, noyTu npo3pavHa Aekopauus C MOTUBM,
XapakTepHu 3a centokuTe. [lepcuncko BnusiHie ce JonaBs B
b6apenedute no rpobHuuata BbB BbTpewwHUs asop. CTpaHHa
CMeC OT rpy3uHcKa, apMEHCKa W CenioKcKa ecTeTuka nuuum
BbB BENIMKOMNENMHUS CarnoH 3a XpaHeHe B xapemnbka. 3apagu
pasnonoXeHNeTO Ha CTanTe OKOMNO BbTPELLHN ABOPOBE U YacT OT
yKpacaTta cu ABOpeubT € CYATaH 3a nocrnegHaTa MOHyMeHTanHa
noctponka ot “Lale devri” “MNepuoabT Ha naneto”, Ha
OTomaHckaTa umnepus. »

4

The interior structure of the mosque is a combination of the
elongate vertical spaces of Armenian churches and the elaborate
but subtle, almost transparent, decoration with typical Seljuk
motifs. The Persian influence is apparent in the bas reliefs on
the mausoleum in the courtyard. A peculiar mixture of Georgian,
Armenian, and Seljuk aesthetics oozes from the splendid dining
hall in the Harem section. Because of the position of the rooms
around courtyards and some of its decoration, the palace is
considered the last monumental building of the Lale Devri, or
Tulip Period, of the Ottoman Empire. »




NO NEED TO PROMISE THE MOON.
THERE IS A BETTER WAY TO IMPRESS.
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SSE, CRFEATES FRECIOUS MOMENTS

Hopn un pHec paBopeubT Ha WMwak nawa mnopasssBa C
nparmatvMamMa Ha yCTPOWCTBOTO CHU.

[pebeH, HO HemarnoBaxeH AeTain e, Ye B HEro ce Hamwupa
ToaneTHata ¢ Hal-paHTacTuyHa rmefka B ceeta. OT npo3opeua Ha
MankaTa cTapuHHa CTas ce BUxAa usanarta gonuHa Ha fory6aasug
- NMocnedHOTO TYPCKO rpaayve npeaw vpaHckarta rpaHvua.

OcBeH TOBa ABOPEL LT MMa BCMYKO HEOOXOAMMO 32 HYOBELLKOTO
exefHeBMe - BKMOYMTENHO Helwa, OT KOMTO CbBpemeHHaTa
apxuTekTypa HM e nuwwuna. Cpen OTNUYHMTE XpyMBaHus ca
3aTBOPBT U KOHIOWHSATA, B KOUTO Ce BfM3a OTKbM MbpBUS ABOP.
Coblwo Typckata 6aHA M nNpocTopHaTta KyXHS, B KOSITO SBHO €
nagano 34paBo roTBEHe, ako Ce CbAM MO TOBa KOMKO € OnyLleHa.

TpuTe Han-kpacvMBuM MecTa B ABOpeLa, KOUTO BEPOSiITHO ca
cbecpefoToyaBanu obLWECTBEHUS XMBOT 3ad CTeHuTe My, ca
3anaTta 3a XpaHeHe B XapeMnbka, Axamusita u bubnuvortekara - n
TpuTe 6e3CnOopPHU apXMTEKTYPHU LWenbLoBpu. P

Even today, Ishak Pasha Palace astonishes with its pragmatic
assets.

A small but important detail is that it has the toilet with
probably the most fantastic view in the world. From the window
of the small antique room, you can see the whole valley of
Dogubayazit, the last Turkish town before the border with Iran.

Secondly, the palace offers every mod con for human daily
life, including things which modern architecture has deprived us
of. Among the excellent ideas are the dungeon and the stables,
which you can reach from the first courtyard. Also the Turkish
bath and the spacious kitchen, which obviously saw quite some
cooking, judging from its smoke-tinged walls.

The three most beautiful places in the palace, probably the
hub of its social life, are the dining hall in the Harem section,
the mosque, and the library: all three indisputable architectural
masterpieces. »



XKeHnTe oT xapema Ha Mwak nawa ca Bevyepsnu B
NPOCTOPEH €eneraHTeH carnoH, 3aobuKkoneH OT KkoroHaaa
C OpHaMeHTW B rpy3uHcku cTtun. YepHo-6sina mBuua ot
KaMeHHW MI0YKM B JoNHaTa YacT Ha NnoMeLleHneTo n3gaea
noyepka Ha centokute. Tpu UCTUHCKN U eanHageceT “cnenun”
nposopeLa 3aemaTt ropHarta 4acT Ha 3anaTa, ApamMmaTuyHO
oyepTaHu oT apku. Makap ron v nocTpagan oT BpeMmeTo,
CanoHbT Cb3gaBa M3KIOYUTENHO NPa3HUYHO HACTPOEHME.
YoBek MOXe Aa cu npeactaBu C KakBO YAOBONCTBME ca
YHULIOXaBanu xpaHata OT pa3TOuMTEenHUTe cu Tpanesu
KOHKYOMHUTE Ha KlopAcKus BrageTern, BEPOSTHO - 4ecTo
B HEroBO NpucbCTBME. PaskowsbT, konMTo Mwak nawa um e
ocurypsiearn, roBopu, Ye Te ca npuTexasanu [oCTaTbyHO
BMMsiHWE B OOLLECTBOTO UMM NMOHE Hag CbpPLETO My. b

The women in Ishak Pasha’s harem dined in a large,
elegant hall, encircled by a colonnade with Georgian style
ornaments. A black and white strip of stone slabs in the
lower part of the room reveals a Seljuk hand. Three real
and eleven blind windows take up the upper part of the hall,
embedded in dramatically carved arches. Despite being
bare and ravaged by time, the hall creates an extremely
festive mood. You can imagine the pleasure with which
the Kurdish lord’s concubines devoured the food on their
lavishly laid tables, often probably in his presence. The
luxury which Ishak Pasha provided them with indicates
that they had enough influence in society or at least on his
heart. »
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Mo-BHUMaTeNeH MnpoOYMT Ha UCTOPUYECKM W3TOYHULM
nofckasea, Ye [JHellHaTa noOMynspHa npeacTtaBa 3a XeHuTe
B OTOMa@HCKATE Xapemu KaTo 3a JyKCO3HM pobuHu e pocta
npespaTtHa. Te He camo ca pasnonaranu c rofisiMa BnacT, HO ”
ca BOAUNM AOCTa eMaHuMnupaH XuBOT. B cnyyas c xeHuTe Ha
Mwak nawa ToBa Cblo e 6uno BanuaHoO, BbNPEkN Ye 3aMbKbT
UM OHec e Ha kpasi Ha cseTa. lNpean aBe cTonetus obaye Tow e
6un 3ao0bvKoneH OT CTapuHEH, KUMSLL, OT XUBOT rpag.

3a cbXaneHue ocTaHanuWTe MOCTPOWKM Ca YHULLOXEHU OT
3eMeTpeceHusi, a HamupawusT ce B MOAHOXMETO Ha NnaTtoTo
Hory6an3na e nocTpoeH B HavanoTo Ha XX B., 3a Aa nogabpxa
ronsMa BoeHHa 6asa. P

A more careful reading of historical sources reveals that the
popular modern view of women in Ottoman harems as luxurious
slaves is quite wrong. Not only did they have great power, but
they also lived fairly emancipated lives. This was also true of
Ishak Pasha’s wives, although their castle today is in the middle
of nowhere. Two centuries ago, however, it was the centre of an
ancient, bustling city.

Unfortunately, the rest of the buildings have been destroyed
by earthquakes, and the town of Dogubayazit at the foot of the
plateau was built in the early 20th Century because of a large
military base. »




DESTINATION

Room with a view

Cnopepn noeTa B ABopeua Ha Mwak
nawa ce Hamupa ToaneTHaTa ¢
Han-go6bLp usrnen B cBeTa

As the poet said, Ishak Pasha
Palace boasts the toilet with the
best view in the world

OcTaHkn OT ApeBHWS rpaj OKONo Asopeua ca camo
rpobHuuata Ha kiopackust nucaten Axmen Xawu (XVII B.),
oxamua oT Bpemetro Ha Cenum [Mbpeu (Hadanoto Ha XVI
B.) M OCTaHKM OT KpPenocT, 3a KOATO ce mnpeanonara, 4e
natupa Hakbae mexay Xl v 1l B. np. Xp. ToBa cTtpynBaHe
Ha KbCOBe, MpuHaanexawy KbM pasfnnyHW CBeToBe, € edHa
OT OYapoBaTenHWTE XapakTEepUCTUKM Ha 3eMUTe Ha AHeLluHa
Typuusi. To YecTo cTaBa CBUAETENCTBO 32 TOBA KOJNKO CBbp3aHu
ca Espona n Asus.

[lHec manko oT noceTuTenuTe Ha netepbyprckus Epmutax
3HaAT 3a Mpou3xoda Ha pasKoLHWS mnosnateH noprtan. EgHa
OT MpUYMHUTE €, Ye TOW M3rmexpa kato 4acT oT GapokosaTa
apxutektypa Ha my3es. [llpemecteH 1500 kmnomeTtpa Ha
ceBepo3anag, TOM He u3rnexaa “n3ToyeH”, a CNoKoOMHO MMHaBa
3a YacT OT eBPONENCKOTO BNUsHWE BbPXY Pycns n HanomHs, ye
He3aBMCMMO OT AHellHaTa cu eMaHuunauus EBpona go ronsma
cTeneH nponstuya ot Asus. <&

The few remnants of the ancient city around the palace are
the mausoleum of Kurdish writer Ahmed Hani (18th Century),
a mosque from the time of Selim | (early 16th Century) and
the ruins of a fort which supposedly dates from between the
8th and 2nd Centuries BC. This accumulation of fragments
belonging to different worlds is one of the charming features of
the lands of present-day Turkey. It often comes to prove how
closely linked Europe and Asia have been.

Today only a few of the visitors of Saint Petersburg’s
Hermitage know about the origin of the splendid gilded
gates. One of the reasons is that they look like part of the
Baroque architecture of the museum. Carried a thousand miles
northwest, they do not appear to be Eastern, instead they pass
for a sample of European influence on Russia, and remind us
that, despite its present emancipation, to a large extent Europe
comes from Asia.

Kow kasBa, ye
KONeKLMOHUPaHeTo
Ha npou3BeAeHuUs
Ha U3KYyCTBOTO

e 6bnaropogHo
3aHUMaHue?

Who says that
collecting works
of art is a noble
pursuit?
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