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BOANIE

AKpamap e CbTBOPEHMUE;
HeLLO KaTo 0KO, OKOAO
KOETO ce HaMupa
BCUUKO OCTaHano0

66 BULGARIA AIR =

0KaTo 4akKaMme Aa ce cubepar JoCTaThuHO

I'ETHHULIM 33 Kopab4eTo, caiaMe B PECTOpaHTa OT
JipyraTta cTpaHa Ha ImeTd. IloAydaBame [Be HeoOHYIaifHO
MpbCHU 3a Typuusa yamu yai. Caxair ca MUTH B
eseporo. He, cakai ca MUTH B HIKOE JPYTO €3€po,
3all0TO CE TBBP/H, Y€ BUCOKOTO ChABPKAHUE HA
HaTpHEB KapboHAT BBEB BOAUTE Ha BaH oTMuBa BCHYKO
KaTo IIEPUAEH IIpenapar.

HaraacgBame cToAOBeTe CH Taka, 4e [a FAefaMe KbM
Ked, U 3abpaBsame apebHuTe Heymoberea. 3755-te
KBaJpaTHU KHAOMETpa BOJa Ha HaMi-TOASIMOTO €3€pO0 B
Typuus npes Hac MoOXe [ja He OTCTPaHABAT [IETHATA OT
YalluTe, HO IIPEYHCTBAT MUCAUTE. B



TURKEY

TekcT Anbena LkoapoBa; dpotorpadus AHToHu Feoprues
by Albena Shkodrova; photography by Anthony Georgieff

‘ N ; e sit in the restaurant across the road from
the dock waiting for the boat to pick up
enough passengers. We help ourselves to some tea,
from cups that are unusually dirty for Turkey. It is
as if they have been washed in the lake. Actually,
no; it is as if they have been washed in a different
lake, because the high sodium carbonate content
in the waters of Lake Van said to clean everything,

with the efficary of washing powder.

We move our chairs so that we can watch the

pier and forget about the minor annoyance. The
1,450 surface area of water in Turkey’s largest lake
may not remove stains from cups, but it certainly
cleanses the mind.

From this part of the shore we can see the dramatic
peaks in the distance. Just before the place where
the lake lets out into a kind of open sea, Akdamar
Island looms on the horizon.

From the shore, about half a mile away, the view

is somehow reminiscent of the dawn of creation.
The tall, reddish silhouette of the single surviving
church looks like the eye to which the entire mighty
universe surrounding it owes its existence. It is

a carefully painted detail, a focal point where the
broad swathes of water and mountains converge.

For the Armenians of the 9th and 10th centuries,
things looked like this: in the area around the lake
their country was enjoying its most successful
period. When the Seljuk Turks attacked in 1064,
Akdamar was the Armenian rulers’ last stronghold.
Now, Akdamar is for them what Kosovo Polje is

to the Serbs and Lake Ladoga to the Finns; it is a
symbol of former grandeur, as well as lost territory.

A group of young Kurds rescue us from our long
wait. They are students from the local university,
who come in hope of catching some rays on the
island. They snack on sandwiches as the boat
approaches, and we, the four tourists on board,
watch as the small red detail grows. This is the
stone Church of the Holy Cross.

1 1 It is the only remnant of the large-scale
Akd a m ar IS creatl 0 n : construction undertaken on the island by Gagik I
of the Vaspurakan dynasty, from 915 to 921 AD.

a n eye a ro u n d Wh iCh According to Thomas of Ardsruni, a 10th-century

2 chronicler, it was the Armenian king himself who
eve ryth I n g else revolves planned the orchards and terraced parks within
the fortifications. He erected a palace that rose
like a hill in the centre of the island, and gilded its
cupolas so that their glow would dazzle passers-by.

Historical records attest to the extreme lavishness of
the Armenian sovereign’s castle: the frescoes on the
walls of the audience hall depicted the monarch on
a gilded throne surrounded by the elite of the »
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E3eporto BaH

3aeaHo cbe CeBaH v Ypmua, BaH

€ eAHO OT TpUTe roAemMu esepa

Ha CPeAHOBEKOBHOTO apMEHCKO
LapcTBO, M3BECTHU OLLE KaTo
MopeTata Ha ApmeHus. Bece nak

TO OT HAKOAKO BEKa MPUHAAAEXH
Ha OTomaHcKaTa umnepus u
HacAaeaunata st Typums.
COAEHOBOAHO, €3epOTO € yUYyABaLLO
TOMAO NPe3 AETHUTE Meceuu

3a 1719-te meTpa HaaMopcKa
BUCOYMHA, HA KOATO Ce Hamupa.
Hsakou BApBaT, Ye OCBEH XEepUHra
BbB BOAUTE My MAYBa MUCTEPUO3EH BpaToBYEA Ha YYAOBMLLETO OT
Nox Hec. Cnopea Apyr HENOTBbPAEHU, HO HACTOWYMBU CAYXOBE
TO NoHsKora 61Ba NPEnAYBaHO U OT BAHCKMU KOTKM - MOPOAa

6eAn KOTKU C €AHO CUHBLO M EAHO 3EAEHO OKO, KOWTO CE XPaHST C
MbreLwun 1 0buyar Aa ce Kb,

Lake Van

Along with Sevan and Urmia, Lake Van is
one of the three great lakes of the Medieval
Armenian Kingdom, also known as the Seas
of Armenia. However, for several centuries it
has been within the Ottoman Empire and its
successor state, the Republic of Turkey.
The saltwater lake is surprisingly warm

in the summertime, for the 1,720 m
(5,643 ft) altitude at which it is located.
Some people believe that, besides
herring, its waters are inhabited by a
mysterious cousin of the Loch Ness
monster. According to other unconfirmed
but persistent rumours, the cats of Van sometimes swim
across; they are a white breed of cat with one blue and
one green eye, which eat melons and whose favourite
pastime is swimming.

Or HamaTa cTpaHa Ha Opera ce BUXKAAT ApPAMATUYHU
NAQHUHCKH BB3BHILIEHHUS, a IIPEIH €3epOTo [a Ce
pasAee B HEILI0 KaTO OTKPUTO MOpE, € OCTPOBET
Axnamap.

Or cymrara, Ha He [TOBEYE OT KHAOMETHD PA3CTOSHUE,
TAEJIKATa HATIOMHS C HEIIO Ha ChTBOPEHHE. BHCOKMAT
YEPBEHUKAB CHAYET Ha eHHCTBEHATA OLIEASAA I'PKBA
KaTo 4e € OKOTO, 3apaJi KOETO CHIIECTBYBA MOI'BIIATA
BceAeHa HA0KoA0. CTapaTeAHO U3MHMCAH AeTakA U
tokyc, B KO#TO ce CHOUpPAT HA AP0 HAXBHLPASHUTE
BOJA U TIAAHHHH.

BoB Bceku caydait 3a apmennure npes IX u X B.
KHUBOTET € LIEHTPUPAH B HETO: B 3€MHUTE OKOAO €3€POTO
[lbpxKaBaTa UM NPEXUBABA HaM-YCIIEIIHATA CH €I10Xa,
a KoraTo CeArokuTe Hamazgar rnpe3 1064 r., Aknamap e
[I0CA€/IHATA KPETIOCT Ha TEXHUTE BAQIeTeAH. AKIamap
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palace, amongst feasting courtiers, musicians, dancing
girls, sword-bearing soldiers, wrestlers, lions, wild
beasts and various colourful birds.

That Gagik was not too sparing in his expenditures
from the royal coffers is also obvious in the fact that
the entire construction was completed within just five
years. To this end, the best builders and craftsmen
were summoned to the island, with the king himself
supervising their work, in his spare time when he was
free of regal duties.

Today, there is nothing left of the palace and its
former grandeur, and the only surviving church is
not in a particularly good condition. Despite being
considered one of the most exquisite monuments of
early Armenian architecture, it could fall apart at any
time.
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3a Tax e Kato KocoBo moae 3a C'bp6HTe H €3€poTo
Aapora 3a CbeIHAaHJII.IPITC, 3allI0TO CHMBOAH3HPA KaKTO
MHHaAAOTO BEAUYHE, TaKa U 3ary6ena’ra TEPUTOPHA.

OT IBATOTO YaKaHe HU CIacsgBaT Ipylia MAAIU KIOPAH,
CTY[AEHTH B MECTHHS YHHBEPCUTET, KOUTO IIPHCTHUTAT C
HaMepeHHe [a MpaBsaT [TAaXK Ha ocTpoBa. Te moxamsar
CaH/IBHYH, I0KATO Kopabyero ce npubAmKkana, a

Hue, 00110 YeTHpUMAa TYPHUCTH Ha 6opaa My, CAETHM
YTOAEMSIBAHETO Ha MaAKHS YepBeH JAeTaiA: KaMeHHaTa
IIspkBa Ha CBETUS KPBHCT.

Ta e eqUHCTBEHATA, OLIEASAA OT MAIAOHOTO
CTPOUTEACTBO Ha ocTpoBa Mexay 915 u 921 r.,
opraru3upaso ot l'aruk [ or nuHactuara Bacnypakas.
Cnopen Tomac ot ApacpyHH, aetomnucer oT X B.,
apPMEHCKHUSAT AP AMYHO [TAGHHUPA OBOIIHUTE IPaLUHH
U TepacHUpaHHUTe TapKOBE BHB BBTPEIIHOCTTA Ha
KPEIIOCTHUTE CTeHU. ToH M3aMra 3aMbK KaTo XBAM

B LIEHTHPA Ha OCTPOBA U I103AATIBA KYIIOAUTE MY,
Taka 4e OASCHKBT UM 3aCACIABA IIPEMHHABAILIUTE I10
cymara.

Hcropuueckure chobIIEeHNS OACKA3BAT CEPHO3HO
Pa3TOYUTEACTBO B apMEHCKaTa IIPECTOAHA KPENOCT:
¢dpecku 1o cTeHUTE Ha 3araTa 3a ayJueHIHH ca
n300pa3sgBaAu BAQIETEAS] BbPXY [103AaTE€H TPOH,
3200MKOAEH OT Ipa3HyBallly IPHUABOPHH, My3UKaHTH,
TaHIyBallly JeBOMKH, BOMHUIIY, IIPEMIAacaHy C MEYOBE,
Gop1liy, ABBOBE, AUBH XKUBOTHHU U ITECTPOIIEPH IITHIIH.

3a ToBa, 4ye ['aruk He ce € 0THACIA 0COOEHO IECTEAUBO
KBbM Xa3HaTa CH, TOBOPH U (PaKTHT, Y€ IIFAOTO
CTPOHUTEACTBO € 3aBBPIIEHO CaMo 3a IET TOAHHH,

KaTo 3a IeATa Ha OCTPOBa ca ch0paHu Hai-nobpuTe
MaWCTOpH U 3aHAITYUH, a CAaMHAT Lap B CBOOOAHOTO
CH OT yIIpaBA€HHE BpeMe Haraexa paborara uM.

JIHEC OT BEAMKOAEIIMETO HE € OCTAHAAO HHUINO, a U
oueAgAaTa IbPKBA He € B 0c00eH0 106po ChCTOSHHE.
BhIIpeky 4e e CMsTaHa 32 e{H OT Hal-IeHHUTe
[IaMETHHIM Ha CTAPUHHATA apMeHCKa apXHUTEeKTypa,
TS MOXKE BCEKH MOMEHT [a Ce paslajiHe.

Ha kes Hu mocpera Tabeaa, KOSTO Y€TEM JOCTa IBATO,
[IOKATO Pas3KogupaMe CrennUIHNS i aHTAMHCKU
e3uk. Ta HU cpOOIIABA, Ue “pecheanTte”, CBBP3aHI

C XPUCTHSIHCKATA PEAUTHs B AI0GOBHATA YacT Ha
LIbPKBATa, U “peAeBUTE”, CBbP3aHU C UCAAMA B B>

Aaam ¥ EBa, cnopea CpeAHOBEKOBHHTE apMeHUH
Adam and Eve, according to the mediaeval Armenians

Once we disembark on the pier we are welcomed

by a notice that takes us quite a while to read, as

we attempt to decipher its rather unique English. It
tells us that the “reliesf [sic] that are connected with
christian’s religion on the lover part of church wals
and the reliefs that are connected with islam’s religion
on the upper, part of it’s wals have been existed
lagether with on walls are succesfull and interesting
sampleform islam and christian pictures programs.”

We start moving towards the ruins, hoping that
they will turn out to be more comprehensible

than the notice. We stand in front of the church,
which is incredibly tall for its small size. Its cross-p
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ropsara i gacr, ca
CBILECTBYBAAH ITOEHO
Ha CTEHHUTE U ca
YCIIEIIEH U UHTEPEeCeH
TIPUMEP Ha UCAIMCKHU
¥ XPUCTHUAHCKHU
PHCYHKOBU
Tporpamu”.

3arnoyBame za ce
H3KayBaMe KbM
PYMHHTE C HazeXaara
T€ [la Ce OKaxkaT
0-pa3bupaemMu oT
Hazamnuca. Msnpasame
Ce TIpef LhpKBara -
HEBEPOATHO BHCOKA
3a CPaBHHUTEAHO
MaAKHTE CH Pa3MepH.
KpscToobpasuusar i
mAaH e eqsa 12 Ha 15
MeTpa, a HEHTPAAHUAT
H KYIIOA Ce M3aHra Ha 0KoAo 20 MeTpa BHCOYMHA.
Tasu ocobeHOCT e xapakTepHa 3a apMEHCKHTE,

a ¥ 3a IPY3HHCKHUTE LIbPKBH, KOUTO 0OMKHOBEHO

ca IIPOTOYBAHH OIIACHO HArope U apXHTEKTHUTE ca

Ce OIIUTBAaAM [la ' YKPEIIBAT, AMIIABAHKH TH OT
npo3opid. [To Ta3u IPUYHHA [TOBEYETO OT TAX THHAT B
TIOAYMpaK.

[IepkBata Ha CBeTHS KPECT He € U3KAoueHue. CTpyBa
HH Ce IpuU3payvHa - HE caMo OT cAaB0TO OCBETAEHHE,
HO U 3apaju (hpecKuTe, H3PUCYBAHU KATO C BBLACH U
ousereny B ugauro. lllokupa Hu moast

3aCTA@H ChC CAAMa H Ha MECTA OCESH C Haii-
HEJBYCMHCAEHH 3HAIIH, Y€ TYK € TAe/laH JOOUTEK.

UsBomeT, ye craBa AyMa 3a HAKAKBLB BHI
npeHedpexeHne KbM CTAPHHHUTE HA PEAMTHO3HA HAK
eTHHYeCKa OCHOBA, 6u Oua morpemen. OTKpuBame p

CreHonMcHTe B UbPKBaTa Ha AKAQMap ca BPbX B QpMEHCKOTO PEAHTHO3HO H3KYCTBO
The Akdamar church murals ranks amongst the best in Armenian religious art

shaped floor-plan is only 39 by 49 feet, while

the central dome rises to about 66 feet. This was
typical of Armenian as well as Georgian churches,
which usually jutted so dangerously high that the
architects had to leave them nearly windowless, in
order to keep them from collapsing. For this reason,
semi-darkness prevails in most of them.

The Church of the Holy Cross is no exception. It has
an eerie feeling, not only because of the dim light

but also because of the frescoes, which appear as if
drawn in charcoal and tinted with indigo blue. We are
shocked by the floor, which is covered in straw and
shows the unmistakable signs of the structure’s having
been used as a stable. p

MbpBarTa XPUCTUAHCKA Abp)KaBa

ApMeHus e mbpBaTta

CcTpaHa B CBETa, KOSITO
npuema XpUCTUSIHCTBOTO

3a AbpXaBHa PeAUrus.
Tosa cTaBa B Kpas Ha

Il 8. npn uap Tbpaat
Tpetn, 6aaropapenie Ha
ycuausaTa Ha Fpuropuii
Mpocsetuten. Okono
CTOAETUE NO-KbCHO MOHAaXbT
Mecpon Mawtotc ch3pasa
apMeHcKaTta NMCMEHOCT,
KOATO Ce 3ana3Ba noytu
HENpoMeHeHa A0 AHEC.
ApmMeHckaTa anoctoAnyecka
LibpKBa ce OTAeAs OT
BU3aHTUICKaTa npes

451r., Tbi KaTo OTKa3Ba

Aa npueme, ye y Xpucroc
CbXWUTEACTBAT ABE Havana.
Moao6HO Ha KonTckaTa U cUpUiicKaTa, T8 ce NPUABPXA KbM
AOKTpUHaTa Ha EAMHCTBOTO, CMOPEA KOSITO YOBELIKaTa My
npupoaa e pasrBopeHa B 6oxecTseHara.

The First Christian State

Armenia was the first
country in the world to
adopt Christianity as its
official state religion. This
was accomplished at the
end of the 3rd Century AD
by King Tiridates I, who
had been converted by
Gregory the llluminator.
About a hundred years
later, the monk Mesrop
Mashtots devised the
Armenian alphabet, which
has remained unchanged to
this day.
The Armenian Apostolic
Church split from the
Byzantine Church in 451,
because it refused to accept
the dual nature of Christ.
Like the Coptic and Syrian Christian churches, it holds to the
Monophysite doctrine, which preaches that Christ's divine
nature has human attributes.

70 BULGARIA AIR =



TURKEY

KiOpACKH CTYAEHTH B YHHBED BbB Ban u A

Kurdish students at the University of Van use Akdamar as a weekend picnic getaway

TOBa MAAKO I10-HABBTPE B Xpama, KBAETO
pasro3HaBaMe OCTaHKHTE OT IIPUCTPOMKA, paBeHa
MHOTO OTAaBHA, 3a [1a Ce IIPHUCIOCOOH TOMENIEHHETO
3a [KaMU.

O6paTHO HaBBH 3aIl09BaMe Ja 00HKaAgMe I'BPKBATa.
Crenute I ce oKa3Bar OOBUTH B HeoOMYAMHH,
CTPSCKAII0 eKcIpecuBHU Oapeaecu. Ha mecra Te

Ca TOAKOBA H3II'BKHAAHM, Ye IIOYTH [IPEMHUHABAT B

CKYAIITYDH.

Crapo3aBeTHHTE CLIEHH, H300pa3eHu B JI0AHATA
[OAOBHHA Ha hacazarta, ca H0o-eApy U YECTO
obezobpasenn. Haii-3ae ca mocrpasasu aunara Ha
Anam u EBa - 6yKBaAHO H3CTBPraHH, JOKATO CLIEHUTE
kak [laanaa nopcrpursa Camcos, ¢ Jasun u Moauar,
KakTo ¥ ABpaam, u Mcaxk ca B 110-106po chCToSHHE.

Crnopen eqHa oT BepCHHTE CTPOUTEAUTE Ha LlbpKBaTa
Ha CBeTus KPBHCT ca OHAH IIOBAMSIHH OT KYATA KBM
CABHLIETO, 3aMMCTBaH OT 30poacTpuiiuute B [lepcus.
W3caenoBaTeAn CTHTAT 10 Ta3W MHUCHA 3apajiy
JApaMaTHYHHA Ha4YHH, [0 KOUTO JBUXKEHHETO HA
CABHIIETO ITpoMeHd bapesedrre, IpeBpHILAKKY TH

TY B TPHH3MEPHH — IIOYTH OXHBEAH (DUTYDH, TY B
IIPHU3PAYHH CEHKH.

3opoacTpuiiy MAM He, aBTOPHUTE HA W300paKeHUITA
CBC CHTYPHOCT He Ca 3aAfraAd Hajl YY4eOHHUIUTE 10
€CTECTBEHH HAYKH, 3all[0TO HA efHA OT CTeHHTe MoHa
€ u300paseH Ipef acTTa Ha YyA0BHIIE C YIIH U
OCTpH 3B0H, KOETO TBBPAE MAAKO [IPUAMYA HA KHUT.
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KaTo MACTO 32 NMKHMK NPe3 YHKeHAHTE

It would be wrong to assume that this is evidence of
some form of religious or ethnic disregard for historical
relics. We find this out further inside the church, where
we notice the remains of an extension built long ago in
order to adapt it to serve as a mosque.

Back outside, we begin to circle around the church. Its
walls turn out to be adorned with uncommon, strikingly
expressive reliefs. Some of them are so bold that they
almost look like free-standing sculptures.

The Old Testament scenes depicted on the lower part

of the facade are larger, and often defaced. Adam and
Eve’s faces have suffered the worst damage; they are
literally scraped off. The depictions of Delilah cutting off
Samson’s hair, David and Goliath, and Abraham and
Isaac are in better condition.

According to one story, the builders of the Church of the
Holy Cross were influenced by the sun cult, borrowed
from the Zoroastrians in Persia. Some researchers have
come to this conclusion because of the dramatic way in
which the sun’s movement changes the reliefs, turning
them into three-dimensional, almost live figures at one
moment, and into ghostly shadows at another.

Zoroastrian or not, the authors of these scenes cannot
have studied their natural sciences books very carefully,
because on one of the walls Jonah is depicted in the
gaping maw of a monster with ears

and sharp teeth, which bears very little resemblance to a
whale.
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BoaHTe Ha e3epoTo BaH ca CHAHO aAKaAHH

The waters of lake Van are extremely alkaline

Ax, Tamapa!

Ach Tamar!

M3rnexaa U3MUCASIHETO Ha
CaHTUMEHTaAHU AETEHAN € eAHO
OT xobUTaTa Ha EKCKYP30BOAUTE
no UsA CBAT. ABTOpPWTE Ha Tasu
3a UMeTo Ha Akaamap obaue

ce knacupat B Ton 10. Cnopea
ucTopusTa, KOATo paskasear,
MA@A CMeA MbX 6MA BAIOOEH B
AeBoiika Ha Ume Tamapa, KOsiTo
XUBEeAa Ha ocTpoBa. Tbit KaTo
He MOXeA Aa CTUrHe MO HUKaKbB
HaUMH AO Hes, TOM Ce XBbPAMA

B €3epoT0 U PeLUnA Aa B3eme
pa3CTOAHUETO AO OCTPOBA C
nAyBaHe. ToBa e Hello, KOeTo
MHOrO OTYasiHU TYPUCTU Ca MOYTH
rOTOBW A@ HanpaBsAT, KoraTo He
ce cbbupaTt AOCTAaTbYHO MBTHULIM
3a Kopabuetata Mexay cywara u
ocTpoBa. Manko npeaun Aa AOCTUTHe

Axpamap npes 1900 r.

Camata AeBo¥Ka No-KbCHO yMpsiAa OT CKPLO, a8 pOMaHTUYHUTE
1 CbrpaxAaHU KPbCTUAM OCTPOBA C NPEAMBPTHUTE AYMU Ha
AOBUMUSA i “ArxTamap”.

6pera obaue, KAETHUKBT MOTbHAA, NPOCTEHBaNKKM “Ax, Tamapa!”.

It seems that making up
sentimental legends is
the hobby of tour guides
the world over. Those
responsible for the one
about Akdamar's name,
however, must rank amongst
the Top 10. They tell the
story of a brave young man
who was in love with a girl
named Tamar, who lived
on the island. Since there
was no other way for him to
meet her, he jumped into the
lake to swim to the island.
This is something that a lot
of desperate tourists must
consider doing, when there
are not enough passengers
for the boat to sail. Just
before reaching the shore, however, the poor man drowned,
sighing “Ach, Tamar!” The girl grieved deeply, and died soon
thereafter, and her romantic fellow-citizens named the island
after her lover's dying words: “Aght’amar.”

Akdamar in 1900

Ipenu 11 Bexka, cnopexn ucroprka CaMysa OT AHH,
B apMEeHCKaTa [bpKaBa, PaspoCTHPAIIA CE OKOAO
eseporo BaH, e uMaAo oceM rpaga, 72 KpernocTu

u Hazg 4000 ceaa, B KOUTO ca KUBEEAU TIOYTH
MHAHOH Aymd. OCTaHKHTE OT Ta3u LHUBHAHU3AIUSA
ca OCKB/IHH, HO cpex Tax LippkBarta Ha CBerus
KPBCT Ha OCTPOB AKZaMap € €Ha OT Hal-TOAEMHTE
3aberexRkUTeAHOCTH. PaHTACTUYHOTO MIPENAUTAHE
Ha apxXUTEKTypa M CKyANTypa B TO3H HeoOW4aitHO
CYPOB H B CBIIOTO BPpEMe OMarboCcBalll rei3ax p-

According to historian Samuel of Ani, 11 centuries

ago the Armenian kingdom surrounding Lake Van
comprised eight cities, 72 strongholds and over 4,000
villages, where nearly a million people lived. There are
scarce remnants of this civilisation, but amongst them
the Church of the Holy Cross on Akdamar Island is one
of the most prominent.

The fabulous blend of architecture and sculpture in this
unusually severe but still enchanting scenery remind »
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BaHAaAM3MbT X0AH N0 XopaTa
Octarbum 0T 6aaeMH, HaTPOLIEHH BBPXY HAATPOGEH KAMBK CbC CPEAHOBEKOBHH
apPMEHCKH HaATHCH

HAIIOMHS 32 BeyHarta Oopba Ha YOBEIIKHS AyX Ja Ce
OTpa3y B EAEMEHTHUTE U B CHIIOTO BPEME /1a UM BIBXHE
JKHBOT II0 CBO# 06pa3 u moxobue; 1a OIpeneArd U B
CBIOTO BpPEME Ja ce oraeza B Bor.

3a cpiiecTByBaHETO Ha Bor B TO3u MUT HAIlOMHS
BATHPBT, KOUTO HOBSIBA OTKBCAEYHU HOTKHU OT
obeqHaTa MOAMTBA Ha MECTHHS X0[zKa. [AachT

My HMIBa Ha TaAaasu oT OperoBere Ha BaH, HO He
BIIEYATASIBA 0COOEHO KIOPACKHUTE CTYAEHTH, KOUTO
BeYe Cca U3FIAM CAHIBHYUTE CH U CE IANCKAT BEHB
Bozarta. Ot creHuTe Ha LlbpkBaTa Ha CBETHS KPBCT
0e3MBABHO HH TA€IAT CBETILHTE C U300EHU OYH -
I'puroputii [IpocBeTurea u Voan KpbcTuTea, TpopoK
Wauga v napar Ha HuneBusa. Aknamap € eHo OT
MaAKOTO MeCTa II0 CBETa, B KOETO UCTOPHUSTA KUBEE B
CBBPEMHETO THKMO KaKTO AYyXOBHOCTTA He3rnmpobaeMHO
ce MpenanTa ¢ Matepuasusma. M pasbupar, ye Haii-
[00pUAT HA4YMH /1a HAIIPpAaBHII KpayKaTa MexX/y [BeTe
€ [la M3MHEII Olle eJWH TYPCKU 4Yal OT yalla, yMHUTa
BBB BOJUTE Ha e3epoTo Ban. 2=

74 BULGARIA AIR =

Vandalism Goes where People Do
The debris of almond: ked open over a tombstone with Medieval Armenian
inscriptions

us of the eternal struggle of the human spirit to find its
reflection in the elements while at the same time giving
them new life in its own image; to define God and at the
same time see itself mirrored in him. It is the wind that
reminds us of the existence of God now, as it carries the
fragmentary notes of the local imam’s noon prayer. His
voice drifts in with the waves, but it makes no particular
impression on the Kurdish students, who have finished
their sandwiches and are splashing about in the water.

From the walls of the Church of the Holy Cross, the
saints with gouged-out eyes stare at us in silence:
St. Gregory the Illuminator, St John the Baptist, the
prophet Elijah, the King of Nineveh.

Akdamar is one of the few places in the world where
history lives alongside the present, just like the spiritual
easily coexists with the material. And you realise that
the best way to make the step between the two is to

sip some more Turkish tea, from a cup washed in the
waters of Lake Van. 2=
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Kamenna kpacora!

0, npeaecr, BaAHa OT KamMbK, Hacpes 6oAkaTa M paaocTTa B XHBOTa,
6e3MbABHO TH CTOML, CAMOTHA, OTYYXKAEHA,

Bceaenarta Aex B Kpakara TH, ¢ AGOB MbABEHKH:

“T'oBOPH MM, FOBOPH MM, AI06OB MOS, FOBOPH MM, MOSi HeBecTo!”
Ho AymHTe TH B Mpamopa ca BKaMeHeHH,

0, HENOABKXHa Kpacora!

Pabunapanar Tarop, “CTuxoTBOpeHHa”

Stone Beauty!

Oh, beauty, carved in stone, between the fury and the cry of life,
you stand still and silent, solitary and withdrawn,

the Great one sits full of love at your feet, and whispers:
“speak to me, speak to me, my love, speak to me my bride!"
but your words are locked in the stone,

oh motionless beauty!

Rabindranath Tagore, Poems
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