mekem AABEHA LLIKOOPOBA, pomozpadus AHTOHW FEOPIUEB
text by ALBENA SHKODROVA, photography by ANTHONY GEORGIEFF

“Tyk, no masu mpeBa, Ha koamo cegsa, ce e pa3xoxkgan 3eBc!”,
kazBa AmaHacus, 25-eoguuiHa 2opkuHs om Aapuca, obreueHa B
nypnypHa moea u ¢ BeHeu om nanpam Ha 2naBama. “3Haeme Au
kakBo e npaBuAa no me3u noAAHU? [OHUA € MHO206poUHUME Cu
NoboBHuuu! NMpegcmaBsme Au cu kak 2u € Hacmuezaa u 2u e cBansn
B8 mpeBama?”

“Ho mol Hukoza He um ce e aBaBan B8 ucmuHckuda cu Bug”, npekocBa
A AHuc, 34-eoguweH ucmopuk om CoayH. “lMpegcmaBsaa um ce e
kamo camup, kamo 3rameH goxkg, kamo Aebeg. Harke AyuuaH my

ce noguepaBa 3a moBa, kamo craza B ycmama My onaakBaHe, ue
Hukoza He ce xapecBa Ha »keHume makbB, kakoBmo e”.
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The other
Olympics

Hellenes worship at Zeus’'s
mythical abode

“The grass | sit on is the grass Zeus used to step on!,” says
Anastasia. The 25-year-old Greek from Larissa sports a purple toga
and a fern wreath in her hair. “And you know what he did on these
meadows, don’t you! Chased his many lovers! Just imagine him
catching them and bringing them down into the long grass!”

“But he never appeared to them as he really looked,” interrupts
Janis, a 34-year-old Salonika lecturer. “To them, he assumed the form
of a satyr, or golden raindrops, or a swan. Lucian even scorned him
by implying that women never liked him as he really was.”



DESTINATION

H a wupokama noaaHa B8 nogHokuemo Ha OAumMn
3anouBa ga ce cmbMBa. EguH om Hal-gbAzume AemMHU gHU
e kom kpasa cu. lNMpucobcmBam okonao xuasiga gywu, obaeueHu
B gpeBHoepouku chlamydas. Te cna3Bam npegnucaHuemo
Ha [JuoHucuU - npeuyucmBam MAAOMO cU C uepBeHo

BuHo, 3a ga 20 nogezomBsm 3a npegcmoAwWomo gyxoBHo
npexkuBaBaHe - pumyaneH meambp, kodmo cumBoausupa
nomsa Ha YyoBeuecmBomo om npugobuBaHemo Ha 02bHA go
noayyaBaHemo Ha cBemauHama om ANOAOH.

[TonAHama e ocedAHa ¢ epynuuku, 8 koumo mozam ga ce
pasaudyam Xepmec, lNMocetgoH, Opded, noHe egHa gy3uHa
HuMdu u BmopocmeneHHu 60208e u 0bukHOBeHU 3anavu.
[orzokoc Mok yueme cmuxoBe Ha cmapozpbuku Ha
usnezHaAu ce Haokono ,gpeBHu 2opuu”, npeBuBawu ce om
cmax. Ipyna HuMou Buam BeHuu om pacmawama Habauso
nanpam. Hakou om max cu Bpv3Bam Ha 2anaBume AeHmu. P

|t is getting dark on the broad meadow at the foot of

Mount Olympus. One of the year’s longest days is coming

to a close. Around a thousand people are here, dressed in
ancient Greek chlamydas. They follow the advice of Dionysus
and purify their bodies with red wine, the better to prepare
for the coming spiritual feast of a ritual theatre performance
symbolising man’s road from the acquisition of fire to the
granting of light by Apollo.

Amid the scattered groups, one can distinguish Hermes,
Poseidon, Orpheus, at least a dozen nymphs and minor
deities, and lots of curious folk. A long-haired man recites
Classical Greek verse to ancient Greeks around him, and has
them in fits of laughter. A group of nymphs assemble fern
wreaths. Some tie ribbons around their heads. Dionysus, the
god of wine, seems to be particularly popular, dispensing

plastic cups from two barrels assisted by llioviti. llioviti is from »
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DESTINATION

OcobeHo e nonyaapeH BuHouyepneuom [uoHucul, kolmo
NbAHU cmuponopoBu vawku om gBe bypeHua, nognomazaH
om VauoBumu. Ta e om CoayH U € myk cbc cuHa cu, kodmo
6e3 BcakakvB kocmiom onpegeaeHo uma Bug Ha nepcoHaxk
om ,CoH B AamHa How.

,Had-xy6aBomo Ha gpeBHozpboukama kyamypa €, ue e
monkoBa cBvpsaHa ¢ npupogama! - kazBa ms. - poukume
60208e He ce onumBam ga npomMeHAm npupogama, me
»kuBeam B xapmoHusi ¢ Hest u A obuuyam. [dpyzomo xybaBo
Hewo e, ue ¢ max yMmom mu e cBobogeH.”

Onawka om gpeBHu 2opuu 3anouBa ga ce obpasyBa okono
O2HUWEMO B 2opHUA kpal Ha noAAHama, omkogemo om
usBecmHo Bpeme ce pasHaca bokecmBeHa Mupusma.
Cnoayyuaume ce omgaseuyaBam coC cmaHuoAoBuU naHuuku,
B koumo gumu cmec om 3eAe, opus, kapmodu u Meco:
gpeBHozpbuku 2loBeu.

Xopama Ha masu noadHa ca om ,3aBpowaHemo Ha
enuHume”. Migeonozoem Ha gBukeHuemo e TpudpoH Oaumnuoc
- cuHeok 59-zoguweH uoBek, koimo B npogbakeHue Ha

25 2oguHu e npenogaBan ¢unrocodus B8 yHuBepcumema B
Cmokxoam. CmeHuA e umemo cu om TpudoH Kocmonyaoc

u npegu 17 2oguHu ce oXkeHUA NO cmapozpouku obuyal

3a conpy2ama cu Eanuga. Ceeza gBamama umam kowa 8
naaHuHama Oaumn, B8 gBopa O ca nocmpouAu oanmap. ,Bceku
geH omnpaBsam moaumBu kom AnoaoH. MNMogHacsam uBems

U nAogoBe npeg oamapa, naaa cBewu u ce moad”, kasBa
Eanuga. Cnopeg Hes noyumaHemo Ha gpeBHozpbukus
naHmeoH He e npeckpunmuBHo, xopama ca cBobogHu ga
cnasBam BceBovamokHU pumyaau. EQuH om BapuaHmume e
upe3 brazoBoHuUA - pumyasom 3a Bceku om 12-me 60208e e »
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Salonika and is here with her son, who has no special attire,
yet possesses all the air of a character from A Midsummer
Night's Dream.

“The best thing about ancient Greek culture was that it
was so close to nature!,” says she. “Greek gods didn't try
to change nature; they lived in harmony with it, and loved
it. Another great thing was that one’s mind was free with
them.”

A queue of ancient Greeks forms near a bonfire at the
upper end of the meadow, from whence a divine aroma
has been emanating for some time. Having reached its
end, the ancients disperse with foil platefuls of cabbage,
rice, potatoes and meat: presumably, an ancient Greek
hodgepodge.

The people on the meadow belong to The Return of the
Hellenes. The movement’s ideologue is Tryphon Olympios,
a blue-eyed 59-year-old who has taught philosophy at
Stockholm University for the last quarter century. Some
years ago he changed his name from Tryphon Kostopoulos,
marrying his wife Elpida 17 years ago in an ancient Greek
rite. The couple now inhabit a house on Mount Olympus,
and have built a shrine in the yard. “Each day | send prayers
to Apollo. | bring flowers and fruit to the altar, light candles,
and pray,” says Elpida. She feels that worship at the ancient
Greek pantheon is not a matter of following set ritual.
Everyone is free to follow those rites which make him or her
feel comfortable. One option is to invoke different scents:
each of the 12 gods is linked with a different scent. Prayer
words follow Hellenic texts derived from Orphean songs and
historical approximation. »
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[BukeHuemo e cvbpano BceBoamoxkHU xopa, He Bcuuku om
koumo ce nosHaBam nomexXgy cu. Cnopeg TpudpoH Oaumnuoc
yyacmHuuume B Hez2o ca 0koAo nem XuAAgu gywu, HO masu
uudpa e coBcem npubauzumenHa, mol kamo cmaBa gyma 3a
HanbAHO omBopeHa obwHocm. duckycuume B epagoBeme ca
gocmbnHu 3a Bceku, uecmo xopa ugBam camo BegHubxX, HAMa
AUCM Ha yakauwlu uAu uneHcmBo. HezoBume HabalogeHus ca,
ye Bce noBeue xopa ce npucveguHABam kbm obcykgaHusma,
B8 koumo mod ce cmpemu ga yuacmBa koakomo moxke noBeue.
MHo20 om xopama Ha noasHama nomBopykgaBam moBa
BneuamaeHue.

igesma 3a Bv3parkgaHemo Ha kaacuueckomo 2pouko
HacregcmBo He e HoBa B lMopuud. Ta gamupa oule om 50-

me u 60-me 2oguHu Ha XX Bek. B momeHma gBurkeHuemo
,3aBpowaHemo Ha enuHume” He e eguHcmBeHomo, koemo
pabomu B masu nocoka. KoM Hezo ce npucoeguHaBam u
gpyau 2pynu, Hakou om koumo umMam U no-peAuguo3eH akueHm,
kamo Hanpumep Mpoukomo obwecmBo 3a npuameAu Ha
aHmuyHocmma.

C HacmonBaHemo Ha MoMHUHama 3anouBa pumyaAHuam
cnekmakoa. Humopu u moxke, obreueHu B myHuku, 3anouBam ga
ombuBam MoHOmMOHeH pumbM, kodmo BegHaza npomMeHs cBema
Haokono. Caeg kamapsuca caregBa gyxoBHo npukaloueHue,
koemo we 3aBopwu ¢ ekcmamuueH maHu. =

to her at the movement’s annual gathering last year. Now
her brother is in line for a Hellenic name.

The movement has drawn people from all walks of life,
many of them strangers to each other. Tryphon Olympios
claims there are 5,000 Returning Hellenes, but that

this number is fairly arbitrary since the community is
completely open. The urban discussions are accessible
to anyone, with many turning up just the once. There

are no waiting lists and no membership grades. Tryphon
feels that more and more people are now gathering at the
discussions, committing him to more and more speaking
engagements at them. Many of those on the meadow
confirm this.

The idea of reviving ancient Greek heritage is not new to
Greece. It dates back to the 1950s and 1960s. And The
Return of the Hellenes is not the sole movement engaged
in this revival. Alongside it are other groups, some, like the
Greek Society of Friends of Antiquity, with a more religious
agenda.

The ritual theatre show begins as darkness falls. Nymphs
and tunic-clad men begin beating a monotonous rhythm
that seems immediately to change the world around. The
catharsis is followed by a spiritual experience which will
conclude in an ecstatic dance. =

I'luToxopo: nocnegHa Litochoro: Last stop on the way to Olympus
CNpkKa KbM This tiny town lives the
BprOBETe Ha OJ—”/IMI—I life of Raleigh thahks
to year-round tourism.
Manko epague, koemo >kuBee npekpaceH Though just three miles
»kuBom BaazogapeHue Ha ueAo20guulHUS from the sea, the cool
mypusom. Camo Ha 5 kunomempa om bpeeza air descending from
Ha MOpemo, HO cAausawuam om BopxoBeme Ha  Olympus keeps it fresh
Oaumn Bb3gyx 20 pasxaakga npes Aamomo. in summer. In winter, the
[Mpe3 3umama ocmaBa BakHo mMAacmo 3apagu town makes a living from
xomeAume cu, koumo MHO20 xopa u3noA3Bam the hotels trekkers use as
3a 6asa npu uskauBaHemo Ha naaHuHama. bases when climbing the
Ommam mpoeBam mMHokecmBo mapwpymu, summit. Many treks lead
Hakou om koumo Bogsm go Bvpxa. from here, some of which
Xomeaume ca MHO20 U noBeuemo om msax ca take one to the top.
Manko no-ckbnu om mesu Ha kpalbpeXkuemo. The hotels are myriad,
Vima gobpu pecmopaHmu u weule ga e and typically charge more than their seaside equivalents. Add some good
MHO20 BAU30 go npegcmaBama 3a pas, ako restaurants, and the place would be quite divine, were it not for the truly
He bewe wWyMHO kamo 3a oAumnuaga. Olympian din that locals and visitors raise!
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